
ST JOSEPH GREENOCK 

Sunday 31 July 2022: 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

First Reading: Ecclesiastes 1:2,2:21-23 

Vanity of vanities, the Preacher says. Vanity of vanities. All is vanity! 
  For so it is that a man who has laboured wisely, skilfully and successfully 

must leave what is his own to someone who has not toiled for it at all. This, 
too, is vanity and great injustice; for what does he gain for all the toil and 
strain that he has undergone under the sun? What of all his laborious days, 

his cares of office, his restless nights? This, too, is vanity. 

Responsive Psalm: Psalm 89(90):3-6,12-14,17 

O Lord, you have been our refuge from one generation to the next. 
You turn men back to dust 

  and say: ‘Go back, sons of men.’ 
To your eyes a thousand years 

  are like yesterday, come and gone, 
  no more than a watch in the night. 
O Lord, you have been our refuge from one generation to the next. 

You sweep men away like a dream, 
  like the grass which springs up in the morning. 

In the morning it springs up and flowers: 
  by evening it withers and fades. 
O Lord, you have been our refuge from one generation to the next. 

Make us know the shortness of our life 
  that we may gain wisdom of heart. 
Lord, relent! Is your anger for ever? 

  Show pity to your servants. 
O Lord, you have been our refuge from one generation to the next. 

In the morning, fill us with your love; 
  we shall exult and rejoice all our days. 
Let the favour of the Lord be upon us: 

  give success to the work of our hands. 
O Lord, you have been our refuge from one generation to the next. 

Second Reading: Colossians 3:1-5,9-11 

Since you have been brought back to true life with Christ, you must look for 

the things that are in heaven, where Christ is, sitting at God’s right hand. Let 
your thoughts be on heavenly things, not on the things that are on the earth, 

because you have died, and now the life you have is hidden with Christ in 
God. But when Christ is revealed – and he is your life – you too will be revealed 
in all your glory with him. 

  That is why you must kill everything in you that belongs only to earthly 
life: fornication, impurity, guilty passion, evil desires and especially greed, 
which is the same thing as worshipping a false god; and never tell each other 



lies. You have stripped off your old behaviour with your old self, and you have 
put on a new self which will progress towards true knowledge the more it is 

renewed in the image of its creator; and in that image there is no room for 
distinction between Greek and Jew, between the circumcised or the 

uncircumcised, or between barbarian and Scythian, slave and free man. There 
is only Christ: he is everything and he is in everything. 

Gospel: Luke 12:13-21 

A man in the crowd said to Jesus, ‘Master, tell my brother to give me a share 

of our inheritance.’ ‘My friend,’ he replied, ‘who appointed me your judge, or 
the arbitrator of your claims?’ Then he said to them, ‘Watch, and be on your 
guard against avarice of any kind, for a man’s life is not made secure by what 

he owns, even when he has more than he needs.’ 
  Then he told them a parable: ‘There was once a rich man who, having had 

a good harvest from his land, thought to himself, “What am I to do? I have not 

enough room to store my crops.” Then he said, “This is what I will do: I will 
pull down my barns and build bigger ones, and store all my grain and my 

goods in them, and I will say to my soul: My soul, you have plenty of good 
things laid by for many years to come; take things easy, eat, drink, have a 
good time.” But God said to him, “Fool! This very night the demand will be 

made for your soul; and this hoard of yours, whose will it be then?” So it is 
when a man stores up treasure for himself in place of making himself rich in 

the sight of God.’ 
 
Liturgical Calendar 

Monday 1 (August): St Alphonsus Liguori – Memorial 
Thursday 4: St John Mary Vianney – Memorial 
Friday5: Funeral mass of Elizabeth McClafferty 

Saturday 6: The Transfiguration of the Lord – Feast 
Young Adults (18-30)  

The diocese has organised a series of talks on the Divine Praises. The next 
talk of the series will be on the ‘Holy Spirit’ by Father Jamie McMorrin. This 
will take place on Wednesday 31st August at 7pm in St Mirin’s Cathedral 

and will be followed by Benediction and an opportunity to socialise over 
drinks.   

Think Vocation  
Martha does the serving while Mary listens to Jesus speak. Do you find 
yourself drawn to do God’s work among his people, or perhaps to a more 

contemplative life? Speak to our Diocesan Vocations Director, Fr. John 
Morrison 01418895056 or email: vocations@rcdop.org.uk  
Safe Access (Abortion Services) Scotland Bill Consultation  

Please see below an opportunity to take part in a consultation on the 
proposed bill to introduce buffer zones around healthcare facilities that 

provide abortion services. The consultation has been sent to us by the 
Scottish Government to send on to any groups or individuals who would like 
to comment on the proposals.  You can complete the consultation online at 

https://www.bufferzones.scot/consultation  You can also fill in the form 
and return via email or post. The form is found at the end of the 
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consultation document below.  https://www.parliament.scot/-
/media/files/legislation/proposed-members-bills/abortion-services-safe-

access-zones-consultation-document_final.pdf  
Marriage Counselling Service 

Please note that the updated telephone number for the marriage counselling 
service in our Diocese is now:  07706 063936   
Safeguarding Training – PART TWO – Church Volunteers 

There will be a Part Two training session taking place on; 
Saturday 10th September at 10.30oam in St. Mirin’s Cathedral Hall, 
Paisley  

Safeguarding Part Two Training session, is for volunteers who have 
previously attended Safeguarding Training Part One, or Safeguarding 

Training Level One, more than eighteen months ago. If you would like to 
attend one of these training sessions please contact Sarah Jane Colhoun 
on 0141 847 6138 or safeguardingadmin@rcdop.org.uk 

Safeguarding Training – PART ONE – Church Volunteers 
There will be a Part One training session taking place on:  

Tuesday 13th September at 7pm in the Diocesan Offices, Incle Street, 
Paisley, PA1 1HR  
As part of the safe recruitment procedures for the Catholic Church in 

Scotland, new volunteers undertaking regulated work should complete an 
application form for their role, apply to become a member of the PVG 
scheme and attend Safeguarding Part One Training.  If you would like to 

attend one of these sessions please contact Sarah Jane Colhoun on 0141 
847 6138 or safeguardingadmin@rcdop.org.uk 

Conference for Young Adults on Evangelisation  
Durham University 9 to 11 September 2022 
YouCAN, and the Centre for Catholic Studies have organised "On Fire!", a 

Conference to stimulate evangelisation and learn about God's call for us to 
evangelise, how this looks in practice, and the problems we face. There will 
also be practical sessions on how to evangelise, given by trainers from 

Catholic Voices. 
For more details, and to book please go to 

https://www.dur.ac.uk/conference.booking/details/?id=1818 
Playlist for Life.   
Promoting the use of personal music for those living with Dementia. This 

can be a lifeline and can make living with Dementia easier and happier. 
They are currently building a network of Playlist for Life Help Points in the 

Renfrewshire community. If you are interested in free resources that might 
benefit those living with Dementia and/or their family/carers? By signing up 
they will send out the pack of resources and also offer places on their 

free eLearning.  To find out more  -https://www.playlistforlife.org.uk/apply-
help-point/ 
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